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voted ‘‘nay’’ on final passage of Keep the 
Promise Act of 2015, H.R. 308. 
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METHODIST SUGAR LAND MAKES 
THE GRADE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate a great hospital in my backyard, 
Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hospital, for 
once again getting an ‘‘A’’ grade for patient 
safety in the most recent Hospital Safety 
Score ratings. 

Twice a year, hospitals across the country 
are rated based on how well they protect pa-
tients while they’re under the hospital’s care. 
Houston Methodist Sugar Land was among 
less than one-third of hospitals to earn an ‘‘A’’ 
grade. This grade reflects their commitment to 
patients through continual staff training and 
updated best practices. Methodist Sugar Land 
provides its community with peace of mind 
should a medical emergency arise. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Houston Methodist Sugar Land. Thank you 
for putting patient safety above all else. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SUNY EMPIRE 
STATE COLLEGE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the 25th Anniversary of 
the SUNY Empire State College located at 
Fort Drum and the 30th Anniversary of the 
College’s participation in the SUNY North 
Country Consortium on October 21, 2015. 

Since 1985, SUNY Empire State College 
has supported our nation’s servicemembers, 
military spouses, dependents and our brave 
veterans. Soon after the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion was reactivated at Fort Drum, SUNY 
partnered with other statewide and community 
organizations in order to serve those who pro-
tect our national security. SUNY College pro-
vides our specific North Country student popu-
lation with access and support to high-quality 
public education. 

SUNY Empire State College accepts aca-
demic credit for military training recommended 
by the American Council on Education in order 
to help reduce costs and accelerate the 
amount of time it takes to complete a degree 
for these service members. According to Mili-
tary Times magazine, SUNY Empire State 
College is listed among the ‘‘Best for Vets: 
Colleges’’ and ‘‘Best for Vets: Business 
Schools’’. 

Congratulations SUNY Empire State College 
on the 25th anniversary of your location at 
Fort Drum and for your 30 years of service to 
the veterans, soldiers, military spouses and 
dependents who serve and work in the North 
Country. I want to wish SUNY Empire State 
College continued success in educating this 
most deserving, nontraditional student popu-
lation. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK TAKAI 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, No-
vember 16, I was absent from the House due 
to illness. Due to my absence, I am not re-
corded on any legislative measures for the 
day. I would like the record to reflect how I 
would have voted had I been present for legis-
lative business. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on Roll Call 626, the Keep the Promise 
Act. 

I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on Roll Call 627, 
the Dignified Interment of Our Veterans Act of 
2015. 

I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on Roll Call 628, 
the Honor America’s Guard-Reserve Retirees 
Act. 
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ALBERT M. WOOLLEY 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Albert M. Woolley. 

Staff Sergeant Albert M. Woolley was born 
on February 13, 1925, in Victoria, Texas. On 
November 17, 1942, at the age of 17, with his 
parent’s consent, and alongside his cousins 
and friends, he enlisted to serve in World War 
II. 

After completing the training for his military 
occupation specialty, motor vehicle mainte-
nance, Albert was assigned to the 9th Army 
Air Corps and sent to England. At the age of 
19, Albert took part in the heroic Invasion of 
Normandy, partaking in the 2nd wave and 
landing on Utah Beach. Albert recalls almost 
drowning when having to stand on the back of 
the landing craft and jumping into the tremen-
dous waves with 60 pounds of equipment on 
his back. Sinking instantly, he was grabbed by 
another soldier, fortunately very tall, who 
pulled him up to the surface. Together, they 
swam to the shore where they were soon sep-
arated, never to see each other again. Ad-
vancing up Normandy Beach, Albert and his 
fellow soldiers victoriously combated a barrage 
of German machine gun and sniper fire straf-
ing the shoreline. 

Following the infamous D-Day landing, Al-
bert served in the French Campaign sup-
porting Allied Forces until being honorably dis-
charged on November 10, 1945. After five 
years on American soil, Albert was recalled in 
1950 to active service, in support of the Ko-
rean Conflict, remaining oversees until the Ar-
mistice. After returning home, he continued his 
service and received orders to Westhampton, 
New York in 1964, only to soon again be in 
the Pacific. In 1967, Albert was given orders 
to Danang, Vietnam, fighting in and surviving 
the TET Offensive of 1968. 

In October 1977, Staff Sergeant Albert M. 
Woolley retired after 30 years of service. Dur-
ing this time, he received amongst numerous 
other decorations; two Air Force Longevity 
Service Awards, four Good Conduct Medals, 
and the Vietnam Campaign, Vietnam Service 
and French Campaign ribbons. 

Albert M. Woolley, who has been married to 
his wife Victoria for 68 years, is the proud fa-
ther of five children. Their family has now 
grown to include 16 grandchildren and 10 
great grandchildren. Albert has served both 
his country and family well through his hard 
work and great sacrifice. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent due to official business on 
Monday, November 16, 2015. On Roll Call 
Vote Number 626, on the bill H.R. 308, Keep 
the Promise, had I been present I would have 
voted No. 

On Roll Call Vote Number 627, on H.R. 
1338, the Dignified Interment of Our Veterans’ 
Act of 2015, I would have voted Yea. 

On Roll Call Vote Number 628, on H.R. 
1384, the Honor America’s Guard-Reserve 
Retirees Act, had I been present I would have 
voted Yea. 
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HONORING JAMES J. VENERUSO 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a leader in my district, James J. 
Veneruso, who has been actively involved in a 
wide array of professional and community or-
ganizations for many years. 

A former Adjunct professor at Iona College 
and the College of Mount Saint Vincent, Mr. 
Veneruso served as the Editor of the Dela-
ware Corporate Law Review and the West-
chester County Law Journal, the President of 
the John Marshall Honor Society, and was on 
the founding Board of Editors of the Pace Law 
Review. He is admitted to practice law in New 
York and Florida, and is now the managing 
partner of the law firm of Veneruso, Curto, 
Schwartz & Curto, LLP located in Yonkers, 
New York. 

In addition to his professional developments, 
Mr. Veneruso serves on the Board of Trustees 
of Saint Joseph’s Medical Center, as legal 
counsel and Board member of Habitat for Hu-
manity of Westchester, and as a member of 
Yonkers Partners in Education, Inc., and the 
Italian American Forum. He currently serves 
on the Business Development Board of Ster-
ling National bank, and actively served on the 
Board of the Bronx Overall Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. 

Mr. Veneruso lives in Yonkers with his wife, 
Lillian. They have three children and four 
grandchildren. The surrounding community 
has recognized and celebrated Mr. Veneruso’s 
contributions to the area with countless hon-
ors. He has been recognized as the Most So-
cially Conscious Attorney by the Westchester 
County Bar Association and the Westchester 
Business Journal, and has received the 
‘‘American Dream Award’’ by the Habitat for 
Humanity of Westchester. 

This year Saint Joseph’s Medical Center is 
honoring Mr. Veneruso with the 2015 Out-
standing Service Award. I want to congratulate 
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